Grades: 3-5

T Chart Relay activity
The purpose of this activity is to have students practice differentiating between examples and non examples of the cafeteria expectations in a cooperative group format.  Student teams work together to determine which side of the T chart to hang the scenarios on the cards.  Students have a predetermined number of minutes (e.g., 3 minutes) to get all the scenarios onto the T chart.  

Each lesson has a community building activity that will need advanced preparation.  Community building activities can occur along with the teaching portion of the lesson or as follow up to the lesson. The community building activity for this lesson is a T Chart Relay and needs to following advanced preparation: 

· Determine the number of groups (and if necessary the number of rounds) and process or organizing the groups.  For example, if you have 100 students divide into 10 teams with each team having 2 groups of 5 [i.e., round 1 the first group completes the relay; round 2 the second group completes the relay]

· Determine a criteria for winning the relay

· Example and non example cards of expectations or short scenarios of the expectations in the cafeteria 

· 4x11 card size (paper cut lengthwise) is a good size

· Use a font 16 point or larger for the scenarios.

· Enough sets of the examples and non examples for each group to have each group member take 2 turns (you can use the same set of scenarios across groups just don’t repeat a scenario within a group.  When distributing the scenario cards shuffle them so the groups read the scenarios in a different order from one another)

· 1 Flip chart and roll of tape for each team hanging on the wall with a T chart drawn on it

· Animation or audio (e.g., ticking clock, bell to signal start and finish) to create a fun atmosphere

Activity Instructions

1. Organize students into groups of the same size (about 4 per group) so that each team is taking the same number of turns.
2. Script option:  Today we have been learning about our [insert school motto/school wide expectations] in the cafeteria.  These expectations are going to help you enjoy time in the cafeteria.  Let’s work together as teams to have a little fun while we learn the expectations.  Each group is going to get a stack of scenarios.  Read the scenarios, either as a group or 1 person in your group can read the scenario out loud.  Make a decision which side of the T chart the scenario goes on “No way that’s the old way” or “That’s the [insert your motto] way”.  The group member whose turn it is walks (using your fast feet, but not running) to the T chart and tapes the scenario of the correct side.

· Have a staff member modeling walking (super) fast but not running and taping a scenario on the chart

· You can increase the fun factor by using ‘funny’ walks – walk backwards, obstacle course, walk like a duck, etc.

Your team will have [#] minutes to tape up all your scenarios.  When each team member has had 2 turns return to your table so the next group can come up.

3. [insert your criteria for winning the relay]
T Chart Relay example:  This school varied the activity by having students determine which of the expectations the scenario reflected.  They used all positive examples and no non examples
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Minute to Win it Fun

Have the students put the tickets they earned during the lesson into a bin select 2-6 students to participate in minute to win it competitions.  Visit http://www.nbc.com/minute-to-win-it/how-to or do a search on YouTube for video demonstrations for minute to win it ideas.  Note:  try out the minute to win it activities before doing them with students – sometimes they need a little bit of tweaking to get the set up right.

T Chart Template

	No Way…

That’s The Old Way
	That’s the

 [insert motto] way
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