Children’s Book Picture Layout

Goal: To provide tools to help create an illustrated children’s picture book

With this post I hope to create original tools and content to help create illustrated children’s books. However, I realize that I am not an expert and I will only be sharing my research and tools. I hope to answer the questions that I had these past few years. We never stop learning, so don't let this be your last stop. If you find out better information than I have. Please comment or email them to me. I would love to be enlightened!
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About Book Layouts

It takes just a few seconds to Google "Children's Book Layout, Word Count, Page Count” Perhaps that is how you ended here. You will find thousands of info- graphics and rules. So I will summarize what I have learned from my hours of drilling through page after page.
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Now these are suggestions, not hard fast rules. It's your book, your vision go for it.

So this is a start. Now you have to get there. Here are a couple of paths you may follow. This template will be more helpful to illustrator during the layout step, but understanding the process is important. Especially for self-publishers.

Traditional publishing



write-edit-submit-wait

Self-publishing as Author



write-edit-find illustrator

Illustrator working for author



layout-illustrate-client approval

Self-publishing and author/illustrator



write-edit-layout-illustrate
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Here is where a good template comes in handy.

I have completed three books and working on a fourth. So here is my process.
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ON THE NEXT PAGE YOU WILL SEE A STORY BOARD INFO-GRAPHIC
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Pages 31-32:

Pages 6-29:

Pages 5:

Book Layout Breakdown

Page 1: Your first page will start on the right side. The left side is the inside cover. You can leave it blank or choose various front matters. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_design
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Pages 2 - 4: Page 2 will be the back side of Page 1 and is on the Left side. Continue to fill these pages with front matter. Below are some ideas, but there are a lot of options. Here are a few ideas

LEAVE IT BLANK

THIS BOOK BELONGS TO

DEDICATION OR QUOTE

TABLE OF CONTENTS

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS


ILLUSTRATED PATTERN

COPY RIGHT PAGE

TITLE PAGE

PREFACE - INTRODUCTION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
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Front Matter or 1st Illustration Half Page.

12 full spread illustrations. USE TEMPLATE

Pages 30: Back Matter or ending illustration Half Page.
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Back Matter. Here are a few ideas

	LEAVE IT BLANK
	ILLUSTRATED PATTERN
	GLOSSARY

	AFTERWARD
	ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
	AUTHOR INFO

	INDEX
	BIBLIOGRAPHY
	NOTES
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Covers: Back is on the left and front is on the right as that is how they connect with the binding. Do not forget important things like Title, Credits, Blurbs, Logos, and IBSN/Barcode. I will “cover” covers in a future post.
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Book Layout : Process Comparisons

I tried various processes before I came to this one. First, I used quarter sheets, then I drew small squares on 1-sheet, which led to full sheets with 4-squares, next an empty word document, then an empty excel document. And finally I created these print and digital templates.

	Idea
	Pros
	Cons

	QUARTER SHEETS
	•   It was small, perfect for a quick sketch
	•   Kept losing papers

	OF PAPER
	•   It was easy to sort and move pages
	•   Needed a visual on the go

	
	•   I could lay it out on the floor for a visual
	

	SMALL SQUARES
	•   Compact and instant visual
	•   Too small to get a proper sketch

	ON 1-SHEET
	
	


4-SQUARES PER FULL SHEET

BLANK TABLE IN

WORD

DOCUMENT

BLANK TABLE IN

EXCEL

DOCUMENT



	•   Better sized for sketch with less papers to
	•
	Sometimes inconsistent

	
	manage
	•   Potential loss of original

	
	
	•   Incomplete sentences for text

	•
	Print lines to hand sketch
	•
	A little clunky

	•
	Easily add text before printing
	•
	Couldn’t sort easily


· Add digital illustrations
· Save it!
•
I could sort and link formulas
•
Not visual appealing

	TABLE TEMPLATE
	
	
	
	

	
	•   Add text and images easily
	
	•
	Limited sorting

	IN WORD
	•
	Consistent and easy to save
	
	•
	Multiple Pages

	
	•
	Perfect to print and sketch
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I am sure my ‘cons’ in Word could be overcome by a Marco, I love them in Excel, but I need to look that up. For now this process works for me. It keeps my organized and I can see how my book is coming together.

Book Layout Template

The template is basic and can be used printed or digital.

Printed Form

1. Print the form and begin to pencil everything in the squares.

2. Tip: Oppose from writing the text in its entirety, add the visuals of text in the small box at the top of each square (page). OR Add the text and then print. EXAMPLE

· “It was night time. Pete was ready to fall asleep. But it was too dark. He looked around the room to find the light. But he saw a strange shadow instead. It looked like a monster claw holding an eyeball.”
· Night-Worried Face-Strange Shadow-Monster claw
3. Sketch away

4. Tip: Keep a copy in a binder and flip through when necessary.

Digital Form

1. Add text and completed illustrations
2. Tip: Add illustrations as they are completed to ensure everything is cohesive
THE NEXT 9 PAGES IS THE BLANK FORM, THE TEMPLATE IS AVAILABLE
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HTTP://WWW.STORIESBYMOM.COM/BLOGS-BY-MOM/CHILDREN-BOOK-LAYOUT-TEMPLATE

Title
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Author

Illustrator

Back Cover



Front Cover

	Inside Cover
	Front Matter (i) Additional Information, Belongs To or

	
	Blank


NOTES:
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	Enter Title by Enter Author
	© Year
	
	

	by Copyright Holder. All rights reserved.
	
	

	
	
	

	No part of this book may be reproduced in any form whatsoever,
	
	

	by photography or xerography or by any other means, by
	
	

	broadcast or transmission, by translation into any kind of language,
	
	

	nor by recording electronically, or otherwise, without permission in
	
	

	writing from the author, except by a reviewer, who may quote brief
	
	

	passages in critical articles or reviews.
	
	
	
	
	

	Books may be purchased directly from
	
	
	
	
	

	To order visit   Reseller Discounts Available Publisher or
	
	

	Imprint Address
	
	
	
	
	

	Library of Congress Control Number:
	
	
	
	
	

	ISBN:
	
	
	
	
	

	Print, Hardcover, Softcover, Ebook
	
	
	
	
	

	Category 1 | Category 2| Category 3
	
	
	
	
	

	Grade Level/Age Group: Grade Level or Ages
	
	

	First Printing: Year
	
	
	
	
	

	Printed in Country
	
	
	
	
	

	Edited By: Editor
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	

	Front Matter (ii) Copy Right Page
	
	Front Matter (iii) Title Page

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Front Matter (iv) Dedication or Blank
	
	Page 1
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Page 6



Page 7

Page 8



Page 9
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Page 10



Page 11

Page 12



Page 13
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Page 14



Page 15

Page 16



Page 17
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Page 18



Page 19

Page 20



Page 21
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Page 22



Page 23

Page 24



Page 25
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Page 26



Back Matter (v)


Back Matter (vi)



Inside Back Cover
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Print Example


Digital Example


This book is still in its early stages. I am still messing with formats and such. But these templates help me get there.
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thank you for downloading this free activity. If you would like to contact m e for any reason, please email info@storiesbymom.com or visit my website to other activities and books.

We encourage you to share our activities as much as you like. We just ask that you also please share our website. Stories by Mom are self-published books and we can use all the help we can get to get it out there. Our goal is to use our books and activities to excite children about reading and encourage growth. We hope they can relate and have fun.
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	Like on Facebook
	Like on Facebook
	Like on Facebook

	Review It
	Review It
	Review It



Thank you for reading! For more, please check out www.storiesbymom.com.


You can also connect with us right now. And you can always email info@storiesbymom.com I love to get your feedback. –


Konnilaree Sanders
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