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Why Interviews Matter
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	With
	interviews,
	we  can

	discover
	and document
	people’s


own experiences and stories – gaining insights into worlds that we might not witness ourselves.”

Audio or video recordings (or transcripts) of interviews can preserve historical information about individuals, families, important events or everyday life. Oral history is about gathering information from different people’s perspectives who took part in, or observed, events.



WELLBEING

Connecting with others is

important for our mental health. Whether Lockdown separated you or you’ve stayed home together – who could you talk with & really

listen to?

William interviewing grandparents

Reel-to-Reel c. 1973-1978

Tape Cassette c.1980s – MiniDisc c. 2000s

Tameside Local Studies & Archives have over 360 tape recordings of older Tameside residents and 150 recordings of people who came to Tameside from the Indian sub-continent. Recordings like these save recollections that might otherwise be lost or left out of the history books.

Warm Up
Before you start

●●Prepare using what you already know. Then think what you want to know about their experiences.

●● Think what details might help explain the situation to people in future?



	Top
	Tips
	Recording with a phone

	
	
	


� Find a quiet, comfy spot

� Remove jewellery or anything rattly to reduce background noise

� Put the phone on airplane mode � Place the phone as close as you can � Do a test recording – is it clear?

Interviewing

� Speak slowly & clearly

� Try not to talk over each other; instead of encouraging noises – nod & smile

� Pauses are ok, don’t rush it

� Start with ‘What’ questions & follow up for details. E.g. Why? How did you feel?

	te
	

	Dona
	A Lockdown Interview

	
	


Interview someone else – or yourself

– about lockdown life. You can use our template to plan your questions.
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 Lockdown Interview Template

Help us collect a ‘Lockdown Life’ archive

for future generations...Why not join in? Interview someone else or yourself using this template and *donate your notes or recordings to Tameside Local Studies & Archives.



Send via email: archives@tameside.gov.uk
Text: Word, PDF or JPEG/TIFF

Sound recordings: WAV/M4A

Video recordings: MOV/MP4

Or bring to Tameside Local Studies when we are able to accept material.

Interview title:

Interviewee:
DATE:

Interviewed by:
Location:

Struggling to start?



Try one of these:

Getting to know you questions ●●Name? Age?

●●Occupation?

●●What was a typical day before? ●●What new activities or skills have

you tried/learnt?

●●What’s changed? What do you miss?

●●What? When? Who? Did? Have?



Deeper Details Follow up questions ●●Why? How?

●●Can you describe...

●●Tell me more about...

●●Can you explain...

●●How did it feel...

●●Tell me about something you’ll do

differently after Lockdown...

NOtes

*Once you’ve sent in a donation to Tameside Local Studies & Archives, we’ll get in touch to explain the process and terms. This allows us to record your wishes and ensure everything is properly documented.

Please remember to comply with Government guidelines and do not put yourself or anyone else at risk

