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RETAINER AGREEMENT

CLIENT:


DATE:


MATTER:


This Retainer Agreement sets forth the agreement between us, Knight & Salladay law offices, and you, the above-named client, concerning the matter referenced above.

1.
You have agreed to pay us $
as a retainer in this matter. This


retainer shall be credited against all time expended by us. Tana Benner’s current hourly rate is $175 per hour. Amy Salladay’s and Myia McKenna’s current hourly rate is $200 per hour. If the hourly rate changes, you will be notified. WE DO NOT REPRESENT CLIENTS ON A FIXED FEE BASIS. Any figures that we quote you for the total cost of our services are merely estimates. Your adversary, the opposing attorney or others may engage in activities beyond our control requiring us to expend additional time not originally contemplated. Your cooperation in getting us information and in working with us on your case can considerably expedite the case and help reduce attorney’s fees. We do not represent you until and unless you pay your retainer in full.

2. We bill in tenth of an hour increments. It is the practice of our office to compute not less than one-tenth of an hour for each telephone call, no matter how short its duration and such additional time as may actually be expended, whether the telephone calls are from or to you or others concerning your case. If a phone call with my legal assistant requires her to come to me to answer your question or for advice on your case, that call will be billed just as if you had spoken with me.

3. In addition, you will be responsible for all out-of-pocket costs which we may incur on your behalf. These costs include: photocopies, long distance telephone calls, fax transmissions, postage, computer research time, process servers, filing fees, out of town travel, depositions, appraisals, witness fees, and fees for accountants, counselors and other experts. By this Agreement, you are appointing us as your agent to make expenditures and retain such experts in such amounts as we determine to be in your best interest in our representation of you. We may require you to deposit these costs with us before the fee is paid or the expert is retained.

4. You will receive a monthly statement from us, itemizing the time and costs charged to your account for that period. All balances on your account are due 20 days after the date of the statement unless other arrangements are made with us. If you do not pay your account when due, we have the right to withdraw from your case at our discretion. A FINANCE CHARGE calculated at the periodic rate of 1-1/2% per month will be assessed on amounts remaining unpaid for more than 30 days. NO FINANCE CHARGE will be charged if you pay the entire balance due by the Payment Due Date of your statement.

5. We also have the right at our discretion to withdraw from your case if you have misrepresented or failed to disclose material facts to us, if you fail to follow our advice, or for any other reason. Likewise, you may discharge us at any time for any reason. You are responsible for any fee and costs incurred prior to our withdrawal or discharge, including time expended to turn over the file(s) and any other information to you or substitute counsel.

6. If the amount of the initial retainer is depleted, we may ask that you replenish it. As with the original retainer paid, the funds will be held in our retainer account and we will bill you against this monthly.

7. Should you receive any cash property settlements or refunds of court costs as part of your case, you agree to have these monies deposited into our trust account and you give us the authority to pay any balance due us out of these monies before transferring the balance to you, unless otherwise agreed prior to receipt of these monies.

8. You acknowledge that we have made no guarantees in the disposition of any phase of your case. Statements that we made regarding the likely outcome or the range of possible outcomes are only our opinionsBnot guarantees of results.

9. Should suit be instituted for collection of the amounts due us under this Agreement, you will also be responsible for our court costs and reasonable attorneys’ fees, including payment of our normal hourly rate if we represent ourselves.

10. You, as the client, agree to tell us the truth, to keep us advised of your address, telephone number, place of employment, to promptly provide requested information and to cooperate in the preparation and trial of your case (if necessary), to appear on reasonable notice for court appearances and depositions, to pay our bills on time and to comply with all reasonable requests made of you in connection with the preparation and presentation of this matter. You agree not to settle or compromise the claims without discussing the matter with us, and we agree not to settle or compromise your claims without your consent.

11. Regarding e-mail, please note that the Missouri Bar Chief Disciplinary Counsel requires all Missouri lawyers to notify all recipients of e-mail that (1) e-mail communication is not a secure method of communication; (2) any e-mail that is sent to you or by you may be copied and held by various computers it passes through as it goes from me to you or vice versa; and (3) persons not participating in our communication may intercept our communications by improperly accessing your computer or my computer or even some computer unconnected to either of which the e-mail passed through. I am communicating to you via e-mail because you have consented to receive communications via this medium. If you change your mind and want future communications to be sent in a different fashion, please let me know at once.
12. This Agreement contains all of the terms of our financial arrangement and the scope of our representation and can only be modified by a written document signed by both parties.

13. You acknowledge receiving a duly executed duplicate copy of this Agreement.

PLEASE NOTE: This is a legal, binding contract between you and us. Before signing it, please read it carefully and be sure you understand all of the contents. This Agreement does not go into effect unless and until we receive the agreed upon consideration in the form of the retainer payment set forth above.

This Agreement is made in the State of Missouri. It is governed by the laws of the State of Missouri and by any applicable federal laws.

If any part of this Agreement is found to be invalid, the rest of the Agreement remains effective.

YOUR BILLING RIGHTS:

This notice contains important information about your rights and our responsibilities under the Fair Credit Billing Act.

If you think your bill is wrong, or if you need more information about a transaction on your bill, write us on a separate sheet at Knight & Salladay Law Offices, 1203 W. Broadway, Columbia, MO 65203.

Write to us as soon as possible. We must hear from you no later than 60 days after we sent you the first bill on which the error or problem appeared. You can telephone us, but doing so will not preserve your rights.

In your letter, give us the following information:

--Your name, your file name and client number.

--The dollar amount of the suspected error.

-Describe the error and explain, if you can, why you believe there is an error. If you need more information, describe the item you are not sure about.

We must acknowledge your letter within 30 days, unless we have corrected the error by then. Within 90 days, we must either correct the error or explain why we believe the bill was correct.

We will comply with all other provisions of the Fair Credit Billing Act to make sure any billing disputes are resolved between us in a timely and efficient manner.

KNIGHT & SALLADAY

____________________________________

Amy Davis Salladay

Tana Sanchez Benner

Myia McKenna

READ, APPROVED AND ACCEPTED:

____________________________________

Client

________________________

Date

