College Essay Format
If you have never completed an application before it is not a problem as they all use a similar design. You will be given college admission essay prompts or questions which are usually the same for most universities. Then you will be asked to complete an essay based on your chosen prompt.
Basically, it doesn't matter too much which question you chose but what is vital that your writing is up to the job!
Once you have chosen your desired prompt, then it comes down to your essay. This should be something you have previously thought about and already written in advance as being prepared before the deadline will be hugely beneficial.
There are two ways in which you can plan your college admission essay outline:
Prompt then plan method - In this way students first read the prompt then plan out the article based on the desired question.
Backward Brainstorming - Students should first write an essay that they feel is meaningful and inspiring and then ponder the prompts later.
Pre-writing stage
Before diving into your college admission essay, it is always a good idea to take a step back from your ideas for the questions and plan out what you want to write. This will make the process of writing the work much faster and easier in the long run.

1. Firstly organize the most positive aspects that you want to say. Brainstorm all the points then you can develop the best ones later after deciding what to keep.

2. Set a word limit for each point. Once you have decided on a total word limit for the whole article break down each point or paragraph and keep to the approximate amount of words.

3. Create a rough draft. Once your brainstorm and ideas are in place with desired word limits, you can then write a first draft which can be added to later.
College admission essay prompts for 2020 – 2021
Most questions are the same every year but with minor changes to the wording for example. This year two new prompts have been added to the selection and now is the time to start planning your work so you can get your application handed in as soon as possible to give you the best advantage.

Two new prompts:
“ Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so engaging that it makes you lose all track of time. Why does it captivate you? What or who do you turn to when you want to learn more?”

“ Share an essay on any topic of your choice. It can be one you've already written, one that responds to a different prompt, or one of your own design. ”

Five revised prompts:
“ Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so meaningful they believe their application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, then please share your story. ”

“ The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to later success. Recount a time when you faced a challenge, setback, or failure. How did it affect you, and what did you learn from the experience? ”

“ Reflect on a time when you questioned or challenged a belief or idea. What prompted your thinking? What was the outcome? ”

“ Describe a problem you've solved or a problem you'd like to solve. It can be an intellectual challenge, a research query, an ethical dilemma - anything that is of personal importance, no matter the scale. Explain its significance to you and what steps you took or could be taken to identify a solution. ”

“ Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked a period of personal growth and a new understanding of yourself or others. ”


College Essay template
Here is a template to use as a guide for your work, fill in the information for you and remember to keep it interesting.
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1. Introduction - Introduce the topic and yourself, include a “hook.”

2. Body of text - Make this your evidence of you, backup with examples.

3. Conclusion - Finish with some positive, thought provoking sentences.

Introduction

It is vital to write an interesting yet informative introduction to your college admission essay and also yourself. Including a “hook” will only benefit you and not make the admissions officer bored to tears of reading a pile of admission papers. Think of something perhaps thought provoking and makes the reader want to read more of the article. The introduction should somehow make you stand out from the other applicants, it's only a paragraph so do not waste the precious word count. Remember the reader will get a feel for the applicant in this first impression. So do not let your application fall into the unaccepted pile before being read. Once you have introduced yourself and the topic without going into too much detail, you can lead onto the body of the work.

Body of text
Make sure when writing down the main body of the essay you separate each point into paragraphs and support all the evidence with examples. For instance, if you have to write about how dedicated you are to something then provide examples and say what certificates you achieved for this. Keep your writing interesting and vary the length of the sentences. Also, try to use transition words and phrases between sections and sentences so that the reader will still be intrigued and the college admission essay does look like a list of facts about you. It is important to make a focused article and try not to drift off topic otherwise it could look like an ordinary resume.
Conclusion

When writing the college admission essay conclusion try to tie up all the evidence previously stated into one or two important ideas. Make the last statements in the conclusion memorable so to leave a good impression on the reader and even use the best vocabulary available. Do not over word your sentences to sound more intelligent. Advanced vocabulary should be used to spice up the work, but if overused it can make it pompous so check that the level synonyms are fitting to the topic and your own writing style.

Top tips to get into your chosen college
So we have put together the most helpful college admission essay tips to give you the best chances of beating admission.

1. Start early. Now is the time to begin writing and applying for college and the sooner you get your application handed in, the better the chances to get accepted.

2. Be yourself. Always demonstrate the best points of yourself but do not make up details that are not true, they will find out and possibly just from reading the work.

3. Thoroughly analyze the prompt. The actual essay is not the most key element so do not get distracted and make sure you fully understand the question. Also coming back to the prompt later to get new ideas might help.

4. Show rather than tell. Students forget to demonstrate and backup their achievements which then counts for nothing in the end, put down why or how you are what you say to be.

5. Be vivid. An essay should be like a story with good descriptions so be clear and paint a good picture with your words. Do not write a mundane college admission essay.

6. Try to stand out. Remember there are lots of other students applying so make sure you can show that you are different from everybody else and be controversial in a good way.

7. Be careful with humor use. Being funny can be good in certain situations but you do not know the admissions officer and therefore do not know how they will respond. Only use humor if it’s necessary then double think it.

8. Proofread. This is vital, make sure you proofread it and do not simply hand it in after a quick spell check. Let others give a second opinion even a teacher or other professional. After you have got some corrections and feedback do not be scared to make multiple revisions of the work.

The secret to WOW the college admission essay examiner

Having understood the tips and tricks which can be used to get the job done, now we will dive into slightly more technical elements which you may choose to incorporate into their college application essay topics to sweeten the deal. Keep in mind that combining all the components highlighted here will significantly increase the effectiveness of your common application paper. So without any more time being wasted let's get cracking shall we:

· Have a unique opening, consider using witty anecdotes
Due to the nature of their job, examiners have most likely read a college application essay sample which is similar to yours. Thus, one way to take away from the monotony of going through another common application paper about someone's family or whatever the case may be, try starting the piece off with a memorable quote from them. It is best to use some of their most famous words such as

“You attitude will always determine your altitude.”

Using such an element breaks the ice quickly leading to a connection being created between the author and the examiner right from the start. The application essay format should be tailored around it so that the quote does not feel out of place and does not confuse us. Overall, it is a great way to get started nowadays especially since it gives the college application paper a very personal touch and feel to it.

· Try evaluating the piece from the examiner's perspective
A significant part of writing up successful college application essays comes from being able to assess the work from the examiner's perspective. It is not always the most natural thing to ask of someone, especially in the case of an experienced academic. However, regardless of whether it is a UK college application sample, IB application essay example or a local admission essay they should all look to see it from the examiner’s perspective. The trick to doing so successfully is to do some research on previous samples that the university or college saw as being top notch. Nonetheless, most of these institutions are looking for confident individuals capable of understanding their limitations and holistically analyze any situation.

· Do not go out of your way just to impress
The expression dress to impress is quite suitable here, however, do not overdo it. It is crucial for the college application essay questions to be addressed in an elegant and convincing manner. Despite looking to impress the examiner, it is essential to stay true to yourself. What it means is avoiding trying to look like a person you are not. Even if we are striving for perfection, attempting to come across as that can have much harsher consequences than just being yourself when put to the test. This way the individual has created an environment where they are not overestimated nor underestimated. It is quite similar to a job interview in a lot of ways.

· Look at successful samples from the past for inspiration
As previously mentioned looking for successful college application essay examples it is important to take it all with a grain of salt. Nonetheless, it must be a consideration of what was once satisfactory in the past might now be outdated. A more natural way to grasp such a concept is by creating a comparison to the evolution of technology. For example not so long ago in the early 90’s we used floppy disks as a mean of storage space. The growing need for more space leads to it later evolving to CD’s as they had more storage space. Ultimately now we are using DVD’s or simply storing all our data online. Being fully aware of the world around us is a great way to get inspiration for any college application paper. Visibly everything around us changes with time due to the evolutionary nature of humanity. Thus, it is crucial to keep this in mind when looking at previous college application essay examples since there might be new requirements in place now for your particular university.

· Never pretend to be someone you are not, be an authentic leader
One thing which is for sure, universities and colleges alike are tasked with training the next generation of global leaders. Thus, one can safely assume there are some personal traits examiners are looking for. However, leaders are not born they are made. Hence, even if you feel you might fall short in one or more of these categories try to stay positive since there is always room for improvement. Some say the most significant trait of a future leader is not having a fatalistic approach to life’s never-ending challenges. Remember the officials will tend to be more lenient towards an applicant if they have shown real potential in their college application essay sample.

· Use the given word count to the max
The hardest section of any common application paper remains the limited amount of words that you are given to work with. It is indescribably strange to have 500 words to display one's best qualities as well as an idea of what the future holds. Some of the methods used to overcome such a challenge involve revisiting the piece over and over again until you feel it is perfect. The next stage is having family members, friends and even strangers read it and see what they think about it. What you should look for from this experiment is finding out where does the individual come off as being authentic and what one can do to improve on the sections sounding a bit shaky.

‍

College admission essay common mistakes

· Making it too long. Include all the important details about yourself but remember to not make it too long as there are many other students applying at the same time as you. A guideline for a college admission essay length would be minimum 250 words and 650 max.

· Submitting a resume. Write with transitional words and phrases to make it look interesting and keep the focus on the essay rather than listing achievements.

· Repeating yourself. Do not bore the reader by overstating achievements, keep it intriguing and only say something once.

· Telling a college what you think they want to hear. Only describe yourself in an interesting way, after all, you are unique. Do not write false facts you think they want to hear.

· Over embellishing accomplishments. Only include true achievements as any false information may be detected and can affect your application. Admissions can check any stated certificates as well as possibly detecting any lies.

· Waiting until the last minute. This is the perfect time to start as admissions are just opening now, the later you submit the application it will decrease the chances of getting accepted. Also handing in on the deadline day could leave the application getting lost and not even being looked at.
Admission Essay Sample
If you have been looking for a common application essay example, then this section is of the utmost relevance. The sample below represents the backbone of how to write a great college application essay.

“What draws me the most to this institution is that we share a common vision. It is often difficult to be in tune with one’s environment and produce outstanding results. My interest in business administration and sports have fueled my fire and desire to succeed. I think this institution gives its students the best chance to interact and grow within a multicultural environment which is always quite welcoming. The experience such an opportunity provides is priceless, not only due to the positive community but also thanks to the faculty. Having a dedicated staff that puts students growth into perspective is a great way to get ready for the challenges of life as an adult. Throughout my studies, I have obtained a basic understanding of business and its various components. Nonetheless, I would like to develop my knowledge regarding its management. Since I am quite outgoing and friendly working with people comes naturally to me, despite the difficulties that sometimes occur when handling a company's human resources.

Having completed the IB programme in 2012, I am quite comfortable with tight deadlines as well as approaching my work from a holistic perspective. With that in mind, it is quite apparent why this State University intrigued me. Luckily, we were given a presentation at my high school which inspired me to get more information online. The diversity of available courses as well as study groups is almost a bit overwhelming but extremely attractive at the same time. Similar to most students having experienced some form of lectures from a young age, it is entirely revitalizing to approach academia interactively. The lecturers use of case studies, and modern-day examples we can research in various business journals represents a rare culinary delight leaving you asking for more. Despite my growing interest in the field of management I yet to have the opportunity to get any real experience in a corporate environment. Nonetheless, I have organized a few fundraisers as well as ran a successful small snack bar. By examining various business case studies and assessing what helped them succeed or fail I hope to be able to build on top of my current knowledge.

This State University has all the necessary tools to develop the country's future generation of leader. By allowing its student body to collaborate and interact with each other on various projects involving two or more departments it creates a real-life learning environment. Such an interactive approach to learning is just what I am looking for since education is meant to prepare me for the everyday challenges of having adult responsibilities. Overall, I am looking to soak every ounce of knowledge that is bestowed upon me throughout my time at this institution. I hope to be able to contribute in a positive way to the community of this state university by encouraging those around me to share the same intellectual curiosity.”

