How to Format College Essay

Font Size/Style, Margins, and Line Spacing

We suggest you begin by choosing a 12pt font in the Times New Roman style as the default font size and style for essays. This font is universally acceptable for almost every type of academic paper. And please note there is no point in thinking you will get away with writing less by choosing a bigger font size!

When it comes to margin size, we recommend you allow a one-inch margin on all four sides of each page i.e. at the left, right, top, and bottom of all pages. It is easy to create one-inch margins in MS Word. Just follow these steps:

· Choose “Margins” in the “Page Layout” menu.

· Select the option labelled “Normal,” which sets a default margin of one inch on all sides of the page.

Paragraphs should be typed in double line spacing. You can do this in the Microsoft Word software by:

· Selecting the option labelled “Paragraph.”

· Choose the portion you want and right-click on it.

· Choose “Paragraph” and you should see a tab labelled “Indents and Spacing.”

· Now select “Line Spacing,” followed by the option labelled “Double.”

Adding Page Headers to a Paper

Page headings should be placed in the upper left-hand corners of pages, Check that you have indentation set so that it is justified to the left-hand side. It is easy to enable the type of justification you want in MS Word.

The following is the heading format you should use in your essays:    

· The header’s first line should contain your own name.

· The next line should contain the name of your teacher or course instructor.

· After this, you should type the name or title of the essay’s subject matter and any related code.

· The last line should contain the submission date.

Hence, the following example reflects the format described above:

Eric Bassett
Dr. Patrick Greene
Biology 1125
8 April 2017

Although it is often ignored, the way headers are formatted is one of the most essential aspects of formatting an essay. For example, while headers should appear on every page of an essay, only the page number should be shown on the first page of the essay. Thereafter, on the next page and all subsequent pages, your surname and the essay’s page number should appear in the header and both of these should be indented to the right-hand side of the page.     


According to the MLA style guide, the first lines of paragraphs should begin with a half an inch indentation. The easiest and simplest way to do this is to press the tab key on your keyboard once. It is important that all paragraphs in your essays adhere to the following format: 

· The titles of essays and papers should be centered and placed beneath the headings. After you have typed your paper’s title, you should press the enter key twice prior to beginning the paragraph. There is a symbol in the formatting menu (¶) which, when activated, shows line spaces. You need to make sure there are two of these symbols separating your paper’s title from your first paragraph, which you can now commence writing.  

· Check that your text is aligned to the left for every subsequent line.

Below you will find a few guidelines on formatting college essays and all students should adhere to these during their academic careers. These formatting rules make essays easy for readers to read and understand. There are many nuances that pertain to college-level writing and it is essential you learn these in order to become a better writer. Once you have learned how to apply the correct format it is now time to learn a few tips that will enable you to write essays that are truly impressive.
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Formatting Rules
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Do not go around the houses! Sentences should be kept as simple and short as possible. You should additionally make optimum use of active voice. This will give more impact to your sentences and enable you to convey your ideas in a more effective manner. This is a crucial point in case you have to write any college admission essays, a genre of writing you can learn more about in our article on successful college application essay writing.
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It is important you understand whatever topic you have chosen or has been assigned to you! In the course of writing an essay, it is extremely easy to stray off course and meander from the main topic. Therefore, when you sit down to write an essay, it is essential you stay connected to your topic in some specific way. For example, if you are writing about “dogs” then you should not start discussing the peculiarities of cats (although dogs may enjoy chasing cats!) To remain on the right track, look back at the title or sub-title of the paragraph you have just written. Then ask this question of yourself, “In what way does the paragraph I am next going to write relate to that title?” If there is a connection, you are ready to proceed.
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Fluidity and connection should be evident in everything you write. Each sentence should be clearly connected to the ones that follow it. Your written piece is likely to be deemed poor if this connection is not apparent. In truth, all that is needed is for you to begin with some particular idea, then expand this idea, and bring it to a sound conclusion. That really is all! In doing so, you are already placing your essay in the “top” category.
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Essays should adhere to a clear structure! Therefore, it is advisable to create an essay plan with a clearly defined structure when you embark on a task like this. It is not advisable to approach essay writing in a chaotic manner and without a clear goal. Plan your essay by creating an outline for it and plan every individual paragraph before you begin writing. And, very crucially, plan your essay’s conclusion. You should use the concluding paragraph to summarize the entire contents of your paper or essay in the most precise and succinct manner possible so that it has a real impact on those who read it.
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Essay writing is primarily about finding a great title and an interesting starting point! A very difficult aspect of essay writing – possibly the most challenging part – is devising a worthy title. Not only should an essay’s title sell the entire work in a few well-chosen words but it should also give a good idea as to what the main point to be covered in the essay will be. Therefore, prior to settling on a title, here are a couple of questions to ask of yourself: “What effect or impact are you trying to achieve in writing this essay?” “Is the title you have chosen relevant to the actual essay itself?” Once you know the answers, you are ready to bestow upon your essay with that riveting title.

There is no reason for running short of tips and sound advice when it comes to writing an essay, so avail of as much good advice as you possibly can. When it comes to getting essays off to a good start, it is vital to ensure the opening lines in the introductory paragraph make a strong impact. Your aim should be to get the undivided attention of readers so that they are eager to read your essay to the end. Therefore, to achieve this, these first lines will need to be carefully planned, If necessary, you should consider learning more about writing high-quality paragraphs and effective essays to take the momentum and your writing skills forward.

College Essay Example

Abstract

Modern globalized world demands to keep the track of events, to have a keen sense of the pulse of the situation in global issues and flashpoints. To be on good terms with information and in order not to fall behind its vicious circle one should possess the skills of communication, being socio-active and re-act rapidly under the certain sudden circumstances. A noble wish to make the live easier has led to the fact that people lack time for creation and even for themselves. But this is just the broad sense. Every single invention is a tool to serve people. Progress as the headway of mankind does not suggest and does not explain people’s degradation. Each single invention is the pure form of expression to the so-called ratio of a human being. So was the invention of photography.

What are the accomplishments and perspectives of the art of photography? What are the modern trends in photography? Is it connected to life as any other art-form? These are the objectives to be discussed further. 

Critical Art Essay

"The camera should be used for a recording of life, for rendering the very substance and quintessence of the thing itself, whether it be polished steel or palpitating flesh." (Weston)

The history of the photograph started in 1827. Since that time it has given “a new perspective on life and art”. The style of photography varies since the “number of photographers is increasing” Almost two centuries have passed since Nicéphore Niépce has taken the first photograph. And together with further discoveries in optics, new inventions are introduced to the world of photography. Genre stratification of photography is something that is peculiar, but there are features characteristic to fine art, i.e. there are key-genres represented both in fine art and photography (landscape, still-life, portrait etc.). What is the essence of photography? You have your vision, a lens and photofilm or image sensor to express yourself. Brightness, contrast ratio, color scheme and optical exposure are the means of expression you operate with. Since you have learned how to handle with these, you have all opportunities to give a memorable description to the most notable events. 

Now it is important to clarify what is so complicated about the definition of art? What is art? Is it an invariant of culture? To some extent, certainly it is. 

Among many others two peculiarities, that determine culture’s transformation into an art-form, stand out among the others: inter-dependence and inter-correspondence of life and reflexion, i.e. so to say social nature of art, its connection to life.

 After almost a century-long armament drive the mankind is need of covering current events and global issues without extra charges. Photography and early cinematographic art illustrate this most vividly. What impels people to refer to their daily routine and back to rhetorical notions is a rhetorical matter as well. Ego-centrism, constant state of intenseness prevent people from setting themselves free. On the other hand, indebtedness, sense of duty and sense of responsibility keep us within bounds. An idea of a sort of universal rapid response network somehow came to ought. Previously, the gaps in social stratification were not so notable. 

Visual art is static and, as any other art form, is dependent on stipulated terms. In case with photograph it is hard to imagine depicted events in another setting. It is almost impossible to believe that this could have happened somewhere else. What we can see on the four pictures, taken by Alec Soth, is the story of one community – the community of migrant workers in Owatonna, Minnesota State. The story I can see behind these 4 photographs is the search for better fortune. Being exhausted and aloof, people as if do not mind they are photographed, as if there is no camera and photographer nearby. This creates the effect like a photographer is one of them, as if these people and the one who takes pictures of them give credence to each other or something of that kind. 

Visual comprehension is a sort of immersion into the world of these people. Photos were taken in 2011 and once you realize that this happens in the world you live in, you realize you may not care, but anyway you are responsible for such state of things, the conditions these people live and work in. People who long for freedom, peace, self-realization and the world without discrimination, the world in which others consider their rights – they are here. I think that the author of these pictures wanted to recall the minds to the subject of poverty, humanity and just the way people treat each other. 

The other point of decoding Alec Soth’s art is ethics of emotions. Children beside the adults, adults’ perplexity and desperation in facial expressions and the eyes of children are staggering. Gestures, positions of hands, faces with tightened lips and sight with burden attest acquiescence. It is obvious that these people have nothing but hope, and this is their blessing. Hope helps them to live and children are what they must live for. On the other hand, the very idea that children got used to such life, they just might not want to strive for something more and would languish in poverty. There must be someone who may show them the real state of things and the real essence of life. Adults must never forget there is someone always by. Children are born and grow up, but adults must turn to them while they are unique and no one can take their imagination and inartificial way from them. Until a certain point comes. 

The last picture is gloomy; it looks as if it is raining in the place the working people live. Edifices, these people live in, are suspect. Buildings are ineligible for a decent rest and recovery of strength, more so for accommodation. 

Perceiving a visual art is most tiring. The more you try to notice and comprehend, the more you fail. By the end one does not know anything for sure. Besides, only humans can feel. Tool’s defect is something that should be taken into consideration. All in all, it affects the general comprehension not much since one has one’s own vision of an image.

Now, it is just the time to decide whether to consider Alec Soth’s works an art or not. The photographs are life itself. If one seeks the truth – so here it is. Catharsis is purification by means of mental activity. When comprehend something that disturbs you and evokes emotions and this had not left you indifferent and had made you feel special, that means that you have experienced purification by means of art. It might sound cynically, but that is the essence of art nowadays, this is the form of art, in any genre, most reasonable in present days. Photograph is no exception. Capturing a moment, expression, creative vision and creative concept make culture an art. 

